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RAZED BY FLAMES

twelve hotel at Atlantic city
converted into ashes.

Ürorr of mall BulldlnK Adjoining
the Hoard Walk AI mo Wiped

Oat f Eltence.

LOSS POSSIBLY OVER $750,000

DOZEN PERSONS SLIGHTLY RUINED,
BUT XO L1VKS WERE LOST.

Little Ininrnncf, Because the Rate of
5 Per Cent. Was Deemed Ei.

Cfiilre by Owneri.

SHIJTIA PLACED ON GUARD

EVERAL PERSONS ARRESTED FOR
LOOTING TIID SALVAGE.

Gaests of the Hotel Able to Snve
Most of Their Valnables Aid

Summoned from Philadelphia.

ATLANTIC CITY. N. J.. April 3. Twelve
hotels and more than a score of small
buildings adjoining the board walk, which
Is built along the ocran edge, were de-stroy- eil

to-da- y by a tire which swept the
beach front for two block?, from Illinois
avenue to New York avenue. The loss. It
Is believed, will exceed JTM.OOQ. In this
respect the conflagration 1 the most dls-estro- us

that has ever visited this city. The
loss will be only partly covered by Insur-
ance, as the rate of S per cent, charged by
Insurance companies on property here is
regarded as almost prohibitive. Fortunate-
ly, no lives were sacrificed, though proba-
bly a dozen persons were slightly Injured
and burned during the progress of the fire.
It was reported early in the afternoon that
nx men had perished In the flames, but the
rumor was without foundation.

The origin of the fire Is unknown, but is
said to have started at either Brady's
baths or the Tarlton Hotel, Which adjoins
the baths at IIIinoi3 avenue and the board
walk. The city to-nig- ht Is guarded by a
company of militia, who were requested by
the municipal authorities to aid the police
In the prevention of looting. About a
dozen men were arrested during the day
for robber)'.

The hotels destroyed and their estimated
losses are: The Luray and Annex, the lat-
ter formerly known ns the Norwood, owned
by J. S. White & Son. $125); the New
Holland. Mrs. M. J. Lee. $39,0u0; Stratford.
Arnold W. Waldner, JW,()D; Berkely. Bew
Bros.. $).oo); Bryn Mawr. J. & E. Keffer,
52.V); Stickney. Mrs. L. V. Stickney. $20,-- M;

Evard. Jam T. (Jorman, $20,000; Rio
Tirande, J. P. Kilpatrlck, $30,0; Mfrvlne,
J. Eels. $))0; Academy Hotel and Acad-
emy of Music. Chr.rles Frallnger, $25,000:
Windsor, G. Jason Waters (partly de-

stroyed . $2.".0.O.

Charles W. Keeler, who conducted a drug
store- on the board walk at Kentucky ave-
nue, estimates his loss at $30,CO, and Victor
Freisinger, proprietor of an art store at St.
James place and the board walk, says his
loss is $.. Other victims whose losses
range from $0.000 to J10.0O) are: James A.
Brady, bathhouse; David John, druggist;
Nabass & Kazzar, Oriental goods; Haines,
florist; Shlrr.amura & Co.. Japanese novel-
ties; Ching Hop Hin?. Chinese novelties;
John II. Flett, art store; Partridge & Rich-
ardson, millinery ami dry goods; Woman's
Exchange; E. I. Quinn, hair dresser; M.
Moyer & Bro.. jewelry; Richard Binder,
barber. In addition to the foregoing there
were numerous other smaller booths and
several cottages on minor thoroughfares in
the rear of the board walk which were
either partially or entirely destroyed.

ALL FRAME STRUCTURES.
The fire was discovered shortly after 9

o'clock this morning, and for nearly five
hours the dames raged with such violence
as to threaten the city with destruction.
All of the burned buildings were frame
Mructures, and the flames, fanned by a
strong west wind, swept along the beach
front with amazing rapidity. The Tarlton
Hotel was soon a pile of smoldering debris,
and the flames fed on the small stores'and
booths between Illinois and Kentucky ave-
nues until they reached the Stratford Ho-
tel, which was soon enveloped. The fierytongue leaped to the Berkely. adjoining,
and in a few minutes the New Holland, theBryn Mawr, the Evard and the Stickney,
all located on Kentucky avenue, near theteach, were doomed. The local fire de-
partment worked well and willingly, butvras unable to cope with the flames and itwas found necessary to send to Philadel-
phia and Camden for aid. The former city
sent three engines and two came from
Camden. The engines wre brought here
on two special trains furnished by thePennsylvania Railroad Company, and they
made the run of nearly sixty miles In fifty-fiv- e

minutes. Their presence here was of a
vast assistance to the local firemen, but It
was not until an hour after their arrival
that the fire could be said to be thoroughly
under control.

Just as the special train bearing thePhiladelphia firemen arrived a burning
brand set fire to the center of Young's pier,
near Tennessee avenue. Meantime the
flames had communicated with the RioGrande, the Mervlne and the Academy ho-
tels and the Academy of Musi,c at the cor-
ner of New York avenue and the beach.
For a few minutes Young's pier burnedfiercely, but the firemen succeeded In con-
fining the flames to Marine Hall, whichwas situated In the center of the pier. This
structure was destroyed, bisecting the pier.

GUESTS WERE EXCITED.
During the progress of the fire the wildest

excitement prevailed among the guests of
tho hotels which later became a prey to
the flames. With the exception of the
Tarlton and the Bryn Mawr all of the
hostdrles were open for the season, and
most of them were fairly well filled. In
the most cases the guests had sufficient
time to pack their trunks and grips, and
thoee who did not do this carried their
personal effects to places of safety In the
best manner possible. The beach appeared
to be the most suitable depository, andmany nondescript heap of clothing, bed-
ding and furniture appeared In the sand
This rendered extra vigilance necessary
on the part of the police. The members of
the volunteer fire department acted as spe-
cial policemen, and Company I.. National
Guard of New Jersey, was called out topreserve order.

Strenuous efforts were made by the fire-
men to prevent the destruction of the
Windsor Hotel, which was the last to take
fire. The wind had been favorable to thefiremen, but at 1:3 o'clock the wing of theWindsor nearest the blazing structure be-
gan to burn, and In half an hour It had
b'en consumed. The flames, however. wreconfined to this unction of the building
though the main ortlon of the hotel Isbadly damaged by smoke and water.Nothing is left of the board walk from
UllnoU avenue f a point within a few

feet of Young's pier but the iron supports.
This is the portion of the walk that is
mostly used by promenarters. The Dunlop
Hotel and Bleak House, massive bncK
structures at Tennessee avenue and the
beach, were In grave danger when the con-
flagration was at its height. The em-
ployes of both houses played streams of
water u:on the buildings from all sides,
and In this way doubtless prevented the
further spread of the flames. t

All of the gue-st- s of the burned hotels,
who were forced to seek other quarters,
have been cared for. Those who had been
stopping at the Luray were given rooms at
the new Hotel Marlborough, which is un-

der the same management. Others regis-
tered at various hotels and boarding houses.

SIGHTSEERS OUT.
It was 2 o'clock before the firemen were,

convinced that there was no further dan-
ger, and then the visiting fire-engi- ne com-

panies returned to Philadelphia and Cam-
den. To-nig- ht the scene of the fire was
visited by nearly every person In the city,
and the policemen and soldiers were busy
keeping the crowds at a safe distance from
the smoldering ruins. Numerous express
wagons, which had been in operation since
early In the day carting recovered baggage
to places more safe than the streets and
the beach, wre kept busy at work until a
late hour.

Mayor Story was not in the city when the
fire broke out, having gone to Trenton with
a delegation from here to urge Governor
Murphy to sign the new Atlantic City char-
ter. The Governor has delayed signing the
charter because of certain conflicting
clauses. The charter, among other things,
provides for more strict building laws.
While the delegation was conferring with
the state executive news of the fire reached
Trenton. The Governor Immediately signed
the charter. A special meeting of the City
Council was held to-nig- ht to take action
on the fire and arrange for the rebuilding
ot the burned portion of the board walk.

The Morris Guards, a local military or-
ganization, were to-nig- ht sworn in as spe-
cial policemen, and were placed on guard
with the members of Company L at the
scene of the fire.

Charles Fraling, proprietor of the Acad-
emy of Music and a drug store In the build-
ing, to-nig- ht said he was the heaviest In-

dividual loser by the fire. He placed his
loss at upwards of $123,GuO, and said he car-
ried but $10,000 insurance. He was not pre-pared- tf)

say whether he would rebuild.
(CONTINX'EDNÄl3E 6. COL. 6.)

ACCUSED OF ATROCITIES

MACEDONIANS CHARGED WITH SKIN-

NING A Tl'HKISH PRISONER ALIVE.

Whole Dalkan Region Alleged to lie
In si Ferment Encounters

Said to De Freqnent.

LONDON, April 3. A dispatch to the Ex-
change Telegraph Company from Sofia,
Bulgaria, saj's: "It Is reported that four-
teen revolutionary bands crossed the fron-
tier into Macedonia during the past few
days. They were well armed and provi-
sioned. A party of Turks recently am-

bushed 200 Bulgarian outlaws in the moun-
tains of Klrzev, killing several of the
band and capturing- - the remainder. The
Macedonians are accused of horrible atro-
cities, of which It la hard to obtain informa-
tion. It Is reported that they skinned one
Turk alive, stuffed the skin and carried
it about as a trophy."

VIENNA, April 3. The Neue Freie Presse
reports a serious and organized rebellion
among the Servian Inhabitants of the north-
ern villages of Turkey. The insurgents
are known as old Servian rebels. They
are well armed and well supplied with
ammunition. A sanguinary encounter has
occurred between them and the Albanians
at Kolashin. Encounters have been report-
ed from other places, concludes the paper.
In which several men were killed or
wounded.

Hada Mnllah Marching on CabnI.
ALLAHABAD, British India, April 3.-II- u-da

Mullah, the fanatic who has in the past
endeavored to embroil Grat Britain and
Afghanistan, has started f: Cabul, the
capital of Afghanistan, with o armed fol-
lowers. It is feared that h.. arrival at
Cabul will cause disturbances, as the widow
of the late Ameer is opopsed to him.

NEW NATIONAL BANKS

OVER OOO ORGANIZED SINCE THE
14TH OF 3IARCII, lfHXJ.

Total Capitalisation fSO.ZOll.OOU, and
Amonnt of Honda Deposited to Se-

cure Circulation 913.331,5Ü0.

WASHINGTON, April 3. A statement
p. .pared In the office of the controller of
the currency shows that during the period
beginning March 14, 1900 (the date of the
passage of the act authorizing the organi-
zation of national banks, with minimum
capital of $25,000, etc.), and terminating on
March 31, 1902, there were added to the
system 913 national banking associations,
with capital of $G0,2C3,000 and bond deposits
as security for circulation of $13.339,r00. In-

cluded in this number were 121 banks, with
capital of $8,535,000, representing conver-
sion of state banks; 230 with capital of
$15,130,000, reorganization of state or private
banks liquidated for that purpose, and 50S

banks with capital of $26,544,000, primary
organizations. In other words a trifle over
55 per cent, of the banks organized were
those of primary organization, and the re-
mainder conversions or reorganizations.

Classified by capital, it is shown that 611
banks, with aggregate capital of $16.004.000,
were of the class authorized by the act of
March 14, IDoO. namely, with Individual
capital of less than $50,000, and 303 with
aggregate capital of $34,265,000, banks with
Individual capital of $50,000 or over. Of the
converted state banks eighty-on- e, with
aggregate capital of $2,175,000, were of the
smaller class, and forty, with total capital
of $6,420,000, of the larger class.

Comparing conditions on March 14, liKW
with March 31, 1302. it is shown that therehas been a net Increase In number of banksof 805. The capital has Increased from $016 --
308,095 to $2,753.195. or S5tj.401.loo. and circu-
lation secured by bonds from $216.374,735 to
$C17.460.3j;2. a net Increase of $101.05,57. Inaddition to the foregoing amount of bond-secur- ed

circulation on March 31 last therewas also In circulation notes to the amountof $40,016.025. for which lawful money hasbeen deposited with the treasurer of theUnited States on account of Insolvent andliquidating banks and associations reducing
their circulation.

WENT OVER THE FALLS.

Sensational Suicide of n Woman Who
Was Determined to Die.

NIAGARA FALLS, N. Y., April 3-- Delia

Tansey, of Buffalo, went over the American
falls at 6 o'clock this evening. It was the
most sensational cataract suicide In years.
The woman Jumped over the railing of Goat
island bridge about ten feet from shore.
William Connors, of Liverpool. England,
who was on the bridge at the time, randown the shore and waded Into the river.
A rake was passed to him. which he suc-
ceeded In fastening In her clothes. MHs
Tanxt-- y begged plteously to be saved. H
tried to draw the woman toward the shore,
but her clothing tore and she was carriedover the brink of the falls. Two hundredpeople saw the woman to her death.

WE MAY HAVE ANOTHER NAVY JEALOUSY
NOTE The Illinois, alone, will be sent to England to

States Navy in the Coronation Exercises,

.
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OLEO TAX BILL PASSED

ADOPTED IIV THE SENATE, 3D TO 31,'

AFTER A LIVELY DISCUSSION.

Provisions of the Measure, Which Dif-

fers Materially from the One
Received by Senators.

BIG MAJORITY IN THE HOUSE

REVE.N IE CUTTER SERVICE BILL
ADOPTED HY VOTE OF 135 TO 40.

Measure that Is Intended to Promote
Efficiency and Glre Officers

a Better Standing.

WASHINGTON, April 3. At the conclu-
sion of a lively debate to-da- y the Senate
passed the oleomargarine bill by a vote of
3D to 31. The discussion was largely in the
nature of a reinforcement of arguments
previously advanced. Mr. Spooner, of Wis-
consin, made the principal speech, main-
taining that Congress had ample authority
to enact the proposed legislation because
it was in the Interest of the people. In an
earnest protest against the measure Mr.
Vest, of Missouri, held that Congress was
Invading the powers of the States. Mr.
Scott, of West Virginia, moved to recom-

mit the measure to the committee, holding
that it was unsatisfactory to many sena-

tors and ought to be perfected. The mo-

tion was defeated 35 to 37. During the
afternoon a perfect flood of telegrams
poured Into the Senate from all parts of
the country urging senators either to sup-
port or to oppose the measure.

The measure as passed by the Senate dif-

fers in some respects from that passed by
the House of Representatives. It provides
that oleomargarine and kindred products
shall be subject to all the laws and regula-
tions of any State or Territory or the Dis-

trict of Columbia Into which they are
transported, whether in original packages
or otherwise; that any person who sells
oleomargarine and furnishes It for the use
of others, except to his own family, who
shall mix with it any artificial coloration
that causes it to look like butter shall be
held to be a manufacturer and shall be
subject to the tax provided by existing
law; that upon oleomargarine colored so as
to resemble butter a tax of 10 cents a
pound shall be levied, but upon oleomar-
garine not colored the tax shall be one-four- th

of 1 cent per pound; that upon adul-
terated butter a tax of 10 cents a pound
shall be levied, and upon all process or
renovated butter the tax shall be one-four- th

of 1 cent per pound. The manufac-
turers of process or of renovated or of
adulterated butetr shall pay an annual tax
of $'X). the wholesale dealers shall pay a
tax of $45A) and the retail dealers a tax of
$4S per annum. The measure provides reg-
ulations for the collection of the tax and
prescribes minutely how the various prod-
ucts are to be prepared for market.

In one of the closing speeches Mr. Spooner
said It was idle to suppose that the present
federal or state laws on the subj?ct of oleo-
margarine had been effective. In fact, the
existing federal law really had been an aid
in the defrauding of the consumer. Mr.
Spooner maintained that Congress had the
power, which it frequently had exercised,
to levy a tax upon an article not merely for
revenue, but for the general public wel-
fare. He instanced as a tax of that kind
the tax of $10 a pound upon opium used for
smoking and the tax placed upon lottery
tickets. It was manifest, he contended,
that those taxes were not levied for the
purpose of raising revenue, but expressly
for another and clearly evident purpose.

At 3 o'clock Mr. Scott, bf West Virginia,
moved that the bill be recommitted to the
committee. His object was. he said, that
the measure might be perfected, because as
it stood it was unsatisfactory to many sen-
ators. The motion was lost 35 to 37 as
fo!!o s:

Yeas Aldrich. Bacon, Bailey, Bate. Berry,
Blackburn. Carmack. Clark of Montana.
Clark of Wyoming. Clay. Culberson. Dry-de- n,

Dubois. Foster of Louisiana, Gibson,
HtltfeM. Jenes of Nevada. McEnery, Mc-Laur- in

of Mississippi. McLaurin of South
Carolina, Mallory, Martin, Millard, Patter

son, Pettus, Rawlins, Scott, Simmons,
Stewart, Taliaferro, Teller, Turner, West,
Wellington. W etmore 35.

Nays Allison, Burnham, Burrows, Bur-
ton, Clapp. Cullom, Deboe, Dietrich, Dill-
ingham, Fairbanks. Foraker, Foster of
Washington. Frye, Gallinger, Gamble, Hale,
Hanns, Hansbrough. Harris, Hawley,
Kean, Kearns, Klttredge, Lodge, McComas,
McCumber, McMillan, Mason, Mitchell,
Nelson, Penrose, Perkins, Piatt of Con-
necticut, Pritchard, Proctor, Quarles,
Spooner 37.

Mr. Harris then offered an amendment
placing a tax of 10 cents a pound on adul-
terated butter and a tax of one-quart- er of 1
cent a pound on process c renovated but-
ter and providing regulations for the col-
lection of taxes. It was adopted. 44 to 26.

An amendment offered by Mr. Harris was
agreed to providing that wholesalers who
vend no other oleomargarine or butterine
except that on which a tax of one-four- th

of a cent a pound Is laid shall pay $200, and
retail dealers of the same $5.

Mr. Money, on behalf of the minority of
the committee on agriculture, offered a
substitute for the bill. It was rejected, 23
to 33.

The bill as amended then was passed
39 to 31 the detailed vote being as follows:

Yeas Allison, Burnham, Burrows, Bur-
ton, Clapp, Cockrell, Cullom, Deboe, Diet-
rich, Dillingham, Fairbanks, Foraker, Fos-
ter of Washington, Frye, Gallinger, Gam-
ble, Hale, Hanna. Hansbrough, Harris,
Hawley, Kean, Kearns, Klttredge, Lodge,
McComas. McCumber, McMillan, Mason,
Millard, Mitchen. Nelson. Penrose, Perkins,
Piatt of Connecticut, Pritchard, Proctor,
Quarles, Spooner 33.

Nays Aldrich, Bacon, Bailey, Bate,
Berry, Blackburn, Carmack, Clark of Mon-
tana, Clark of Wyoming, Culberson, Dry-de- n.

Dubois, Foster of Louisiana. Gibson,
Heitfeld, McEnery. McLaurin of Missis-
sippi. McLaurin of South Carolina, Mallory,
Martin, Patterson, Pettus, Rawlins, Scott,
Simmons, Stewart, Taliaferro, Teller, Vest,
Wellington, Wetmore 31.

On motion of Mr. Penrose, chairman of
the committee on immigration, the Senate
made the Chinese exclusion bill the unfin-
ished business. The Senate then, at 5:10,
went into executive session and at 5:15 p.
m. adjourned.

PASSED IIV THE HOUSE.

Bill to Promote the Efllclency of the
Revenue Cntter Service.

WASHINGTON, April 3. The Senate bill
to promote the efficiency of the revenue
cutter service passed the House to-da- y by
a vote of 135 to 49. The opponents of the
measure fought it to the last ditch. At
the very end they attempted to filibuster,
but were swept aside by the overwhelming
majority in favor of the measure. The bill
gives the commanding officers of the rev-
enue service relative rank as follows: Cap-
tains with majors in the army and lieu-
tenant commanders in the navy; first lieu-
tenants with captains In the army and lieu-
tenants in the navy; second lieutenants
with the first lieutenants In the army and
lieutenants (Junior grade) in the navy,
and third lieutenants with second lieuten-
ants in the army and ensigns in the navy.
It gives the officer service longevity, pay
equivalent to the corresponding rank in
the army and provides for their retire-
ment with three-fourt- hs pay. for disability
or upon reaching the age limit of sixty-fo- ur

years.
Mr. Llttlefield made an earnest speech in

favor of the measure. He declared that
the revenue cutter service was legitimately
a part of the war arm of the government,
and said that service fired the first shot
in the civil war and in the war with Spain.
It was the settled policy of the government
to retire officers of the army and navy, and
he contended that the officers of the rev-
enue cutter service who stood on the same
footing in time of war should be entitled
to the same privileges in regard to lon-
gevity pay and retirement.

Mr. Mann, of Illinois, closed for the op-
position. He denied that the first gun in
the Spanish-America- n war was fired by
the revenue cutter service. He said the
first gun was fired by the Spaniards at
Manila because, through negligence aboard
the revenue cutter McCulloch. the burning
out of that ship's smokestack gave notice
of the approach of the American fleet. In
concluding he declared that if the door to a
civil pension list was once opened no one
could predict how long the roll would
become.

Mr. Hepburn, of Iowa, closed the debate
for the friends of the bill. He scouted
the Idea that the enactment of the pending
bill would be the entering wedge for a
civil pension list. He created great laugh-
ter by his description of Mr. Mann. who.
he said, wanted to "fight all the time and
everything." "If there is anything in the
theory of transmigration of souls." said
he. "1 expect that at some future time the
gentleman from Illinois will again appear
on earth In the semblance of a mule, with
four lg8. all in active operation at the
same time."

YItuperutlve - Newfoundlanders.
ST. JOHN'S. N. F.. April 3. A violent

scene took place in the Colonial Legislature
last night between the minister of finance.
E. Jackman. and Mr. Morlne, the leader of
the opposition. "Mean. dirty liar."
"scoundrel." "blackguard" and "coward"
wre among the epithets exchanged be-
tween the two mn.

DEMONSTRATION.
represent the United

HILL USE HOME STONE

LITTLE DOinT ABOUT THE INDIAN-
APOLIS PUBLIC BUILDING.

Contract Probably AVI 11 Go o Pierce
on Ills Bid of fl,29T,90t for

Indiana. Limestone.

RANKIN'S RECOMMENDATIONS

TO BE MADE TO THE TREASURY DE-

PARTMENT NEXT WEEK.

Unfavorable Report on the Nomina-
tion of Captain Crosier to Be

Chief of Bureau of Ordnance.

Special to the Indianapolis Journal.
WASHINGTON, April 3. Architect Ran-

kin, of the firm of Rankin & Kellogg, of
Philadelphia, architects for the new Indian-
apolis federal building, will arrive in Wash-
ington on Monday or Tuesday with the bids
and turn them over to the board of awards,
together with the recommendations of the
firm. It is not expected the board will re-

quire a great length of time In which to
pass on the proposals and recommendations
of the. architects. It is believed almost be-

yond doubt that the contract will go to
Pierce and that Indiana limestone will be
used In construction. It may be necessary
to do some cutting In the plans to bring the
proposal within the amount appropriated,
but, as stated In the Journal several days
ago, this amount may be made up by
future appropriations.

The public buildings and grounds commit-
tee of the House returned from Toledo and
Cleveland this morning, and In a speech
before the Builders' Exchange Club of the
latter city yesterday afternoon Chairman
Mercer, of the committee, said: "Cleveland
and Indianapolis have been the two most
sensible cities In the United States so far
as asking for public buildings is concerned.
They waited until they knew what they
wanted. Other cities rushed in and de-

manded that their buildings be built Im-

mediately, and as a result the accommoda-
tions are now inadequate on account of
the rapid growth of the cities. Indianapolis
and Cleveland, having waited until it was
possible to judge what the growth of the
city was liable to be, will be provided with
substantial buildings which will accommo-

date the business of the office for yeas and
years to come, and they will be monuments
for the government and citizens of the
cities to be proud of."

xxx
The committee wrestling with the ques-

tion of providing and distributing boxes
for rural free delivery patrons has de-

cided to give all the box manufacturers a
hearing. These will begin w. This
does not necessarily mean that the pres-

ent list of approved boxes will be extended.
It will result in the formation of a policy,
and the kind of boxes will be considered
later. The main problem is to cheapen the
cost as well as secure satisfactory boxes.
It Is admitted now by the makers that the
selling cost is so great on account of the
methods and the scramble; that the prices
obtained are not as low as they should be.
If the cost of selling and distribution could
be reduced it would be of Immediate benefit
to the patrons, and this Is what the com-

mittee is striving for.
xxx

"What do you think of Washington?"
asked Representative Steele, of Indiana, of
a small nephew who is visiting him.

"Not much," replied the nephew. "I've
been here two days, and I haven't seen
Uncle Sam or Mark Hanna yet."

Enoch G. Hogate. of Danville, is in the
city, and to-da- y presented to the Depart-
ment of Justice his indorsements for Judxe

i

of the United States District Court to sue- - !

ceed Judge Baker. J

XXX '

The Capital National Bank of Indian-
apolis has been approved as a reserve agent
for the First National Bank of Petersburg,
lnd.

XXX
The Senate committee on military affairs

to-d- ay authorized favorable reports on the
nomination of Col. George L. Gillespie to
be chief of engineers, and Col. George B.
Davis to be judge advocate general, and
an unfavorable report on the nomination of
Capt. William Crozler to b chief of the
Bureau of Ordnance, all with the rank
of brigadier general. The reason why an
exception was made In Crozier's case is
found In the fact that ho Is charged with
being Interested In certain ordnance pat-
ents. There also was technical objection
to Captain Crozier's confirmation, the sen-
ators who opposed him contending that the
law Impliedly, if not explicitly, prohibits
the appointment to the position of chief of
the Ordnance Bureau of an officer holding
rank below that of lieutenant colonel.
There was a sharp division in the commit-
tee, and some of the members held out
strongly for the propriety of the nomina-
tion.

When the Senate met In executive ses-
sion, later In the day, Senator Hawley
made an adverse report on Captain Crc-xler- 's

nomination. The adverse action on
this nomination carries with It like action
upon the nomination of Lieut. J. E. Hoffer
to succeed Captan Crozler as a captain of
ordnance.

XXX
The President to-d- ay sent the following

nominations to the Senate: Capt. Edward
H. Browne, First Infantry, major; Edward
J. Bloom, at large, second lieutenant of
infantry; William R. Akers, receiver of
public money at Alliance, Neb.

XXX
The House committee on appropriations

to-da- y reported the fortifications appropria-
tion bill. It appropriates $6,562,455, which is
$$01,556 less than the last act. With the
appropriations in this bill $53.3R5,750 of the
$39.392.222 Included In the Endlcott board
scheme of seacoast defenses will have been
appropriated. The more Important Items
In the bill are: For gu and mortar bat-
teries, $2,000,000, and for armament and for- -

(CONTINÜED ON PAGE 4, COU i7)
"

WAITING ON THE POWERS

CHINA AND RUSSIA READY TO SIGN

THE IANCIIURIAN TREATY.

Its Terms Made Known In Order that
Other Nations Mar Approve It

or Offer Opposition.

PEKING, April 3. The signing of the
Russo-Chlnes- e Manchurian convention only
awaits the receipt of Information as to
whether objection to It will be raised by
other powers. Since the treaty has been
modified, as a result of the pressure ex-

erted by the United States, Great Britain
and Japan to Its present form It Is not
believed any difficulty on this score will be
encountered. As previously cabled, ths
evacuation of the three Manchurian prov-
inces by Russia Is to be carried out In three
successive periods of six months from the
signing of the oonvention. Various vugue
conditions, such as "If the state of (he
country permits" are excluded from the
agreement and It Is stipulated that the
convention be ratified within three months
from the day it is signed. China Is per-
mitted to maintain whatever force she
thinks necessary In Manchuria after the
evacuation of that territory. In addition
to the preceding covenants Russia agrees
if Tien-Tei- n is restored to the Chinese
within the first six months to vacate Nieu-Chwa- ng

at the time this restoration is
made. China agrees that no portion of
the Railway
be allowed to fall into the hands of other
powers after Russia restores the road to
China. China agrees also to reimburse Rus-
sia in the amounts spent in completing
the railway and in policing the line during
the Russian occupation.

"AMEN CORNER" DINNER

POLITICIANS AND NEWSPAPER MEN

TO HONOR "AISY BOSS' PLATT.

How the New York Senator Dlssem- -
Inates Information in a. Corner of

a Hotel Lobby on Sundays.

Special to the Indianapolis Journal.
WASHINGTON, April 3. A large num-

ber of New York politicians and newspaper
men went to New York to-nig- ht to parti-
cipate in the "amen corner" dinner to T.
C. Piatt. The amen cornerites are those
who sit in the corner of the big lobby of
the Fifth-avenu- e Hotel to talk about poli-

tics and to get information and write
about politics. The high priest is Senator
T. C. Piatt, the "alsy" boss. Sunday after-
noon he usually appears and hands around
an interesting or Important piece of news.
The crafty leader picks out Sundays as his
news distributing day, because "copy" is
scarce and he is sure of getting a good
showing in the newspapers. The "amen
cornerites" have a regular summer re-

sort, for when it gets warm Senator Piatt
moves to the big hotel at Manhattan Beach,
the Oriental, and there is sought every
Sunday afternoon by the political writers
of the New York newspapers. He gives
his weekly contribution to the news of the
day and then the boys all go for a plunge
in the surf. All of this is most regularly
and thoroughly accomplished.

To-morro- w night these amnites give Mr.
Piatt an annual dinner. They are most
enjoyable and magnificent dinners and are
attended by a remarkable lot of men. The
"alsy" boss Is not a particularly pleasant
chap to deal with in a news way. but tho
thorough sympathy which he enjoys with
the writers for newspapers, despite his sur-
liness and exclusiveness, is not equaled by
any other politician in the United States.
To them the "eld man" is an institution
more than an individual.

ARMY OFFICERS DROWNED.

Lieutenants II. F. Avery and William
Ashbrldtre Upset In Detroit River.
DETROIT, Mich.. April 3.-- WhiIe return-

ing from a fishing expedition in a small
sailboat to-nig- ht Lieut. Howard F. Avery,
adjutant of the first battalion of the Four-
teenth Regiment, stationed at Fort Wayne
here, and Second Lieutenant W. Ashbridge
were drowned ty the overturning of the
boat in the river about six hundred yards
below the fort. These officers were accom-
panied by Trumpeter Richard Tuney, who
was rescued while clinging to the over-
turned boat. He is now in the fort hospi
tal, in a serious condition, but will recover.
These men all saw service in the Philip-- j

pines and returned with the Fourteenth
Regiment about two years ago. j

The bodies of the two officers have not
been recovered, although several boatloads
of soldiers from the fort are searching for j

them. Lieutenant Avery was about twen- - '

ty-si- x years of age and married. J

ant Ashbridge was about the um ase j

and slngl.

BASELESS STORIES

NOTHING TO SUPPORT DANISH "WEST
INDIES I1RIIIERY ALLEGATIONS.

Abner McKinley, Col. Brown and Mr.
Gardner Say Their Acquaintance

with Christmas Was Casual.

HAD NO DEALINGS WITH HIM

TESTIMONY OF LAWYER HANSEN
BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE,

Was Counsel for Captain Christmas
' Whose Alleged Chnrsjes Were

Aired by Mr. Richardson.

EVIDENCE OF LAWYER EVANS

WHO WAS PROMISED f.0.000 BY THE
PENNILESS CHRISTMAS.

How the Latter la Alleged to Have
Been liled A Peppery Letter

Mr. Stone's Statement.

WASHINGTON, April 3. The investiga-
tion of charges In connection with the Dan-

ish West Indies negotiations was resumed
to-da- y by the House special committee
having it In charge. Among those present
when the hearing began were Abner Mc-

Kinley, Col. W. C. Brown. Carl Fischer
Hansen and Representative Gardner, of
New Jersey.

Mr. McKinley was the first witness. He
gave his residence at New York, his busi-
ness that of a lawyer, and, in response to
Chairman Dalzell's inquiry, he said he was
a brother of the late President. Asked as
to whether he knew Captain Christmas,
the witness said he had met him once la
the most casual way In the lobby of ths
Manhattan Hotel, New York. He never
held any conference with him of any kind
or character.

"Was there any talk of the Danish West
Indies?" asked Mr. Dalzell.

"None whatever, either remotely or oth-
erwise," answered the witness.

Mr. McKinley went on to say that he had
never mentioned the matter to the Presi-
dent. He had no meeting with Christmas
beyond this casual one, when there was
nothing except an exchange of courtesies
of the day.

Representative Richardson asked tho wit-
ness If he knew Mr. Hansen.

Mr. McKinley said he had known Hansen
for some time, and prior to the casual
meeting with Christmas, Hansen had de-
sired to retain him in this matter. In re-
ply the witness said he told Mr. Hansen he
would have nothing to do with it. Subse-
quently when he met Christmas he passed
the time of day and that was the end of it.

Mr. Richardson asked If Mr. McKinley
ever had any talks with the Sellgmans on
the subject. Mr. McKinley said he had
never had any conversation with them on
this transaction or with anyone except
Hansen, as he stated.

GARDNER'S DISCLAIMER.
Representative Gardner followed with a

statement disclaiming all knowledge of
Christmas except of the most casual char-
acter. Some one, he said, had asked per-
mission to present a lady and gentleman
at his (Gardner's) room. There was a brief
meeting,' and the card left bore the name
of Christmas. That was the extent of his
acquaintance with Christmas. Mr. Gard-
ner said he had taken some Interest In the
acquisition of the Danish West Indies and
had introduced a bill on the subject. But
this was before Christmas had made the
casual call. Mr. Gardner also disclaimed
going over the subject with a Mr. Evan,
who had been mentlonfd In connection
with the matter, except in a sidewalk con-
versation when Inquiries were made at to
the prospects of a sale of the Danish
islands.

Mr. Richardson asked if Mr. Gardner
knew of the International Press Associa-
tion.

Mr. Gardner said he did; he had been a
stockholder in the concern, which at ons
time represented several New Jersey news-
papers.

Col. W. C. Brown testified that he had
met Christmas once at the Manhattan Ho-
tel in New York. He had no conversation
with him nt that one meeting except the
usual interchange of courtesies. He had
no business relations with him; none was
spoken of at that meeting, which was the
only one.

To Mr. Richardson's questions Colonel
Brown said he had no contract with Christ-
mas e)r Hansen or anyone in connection
with the Danish inlands.

Mr. Hansen, the next witness, gave his
business as an attorney at New York. He
said Christmas told him In lWj of the
movement to sell the Danish islands to the
United States, and of Denmark's willing-
ness to pay liberally in case of a sale.
Christmas desired Hansen to act as coun-
sel. Witness called on Abner McKinley
and asked him if he would become asso-
ciate counsel. Mr. McKinley replied that
he (Hansen) ought to know that he (Mc-
Kinley) would not be retained on any ne-
gotiation in which the government was
concerned. Mr. McKinley told him a'so
of showing a man out of his office who
had sought to bring up a question of gov-
ernment appointment in connection with
legal business. Mr. Hansen said he had
urged that the acquisition of the islands
was in line with this government's policy,
but McKinley would have nothing to do
with the matter.

WHAT BROWN LEARNED.
Later Hansen said he talked with Colon!

Brown, and requested him to ask the Pres-
ident if there was any Intention of buying
the Danish Islands. Colonel Brown mad-th- e

inquiry, the witness said, and was re
ferred by the President to Secretary Hay.
When Colonel Brown returned to New York
he told Mr. Hansen that the United States
did Intend to buy the islands. Hansen thn
accepted Chrlstmas's proposition, telling
him, however, he desired tut compensation
exce'pt to b appointed attorney for Den-

mark later if the negotiations were suc-

cessful. Mr. Hansen then related what
Christmas had told him of coming to Wash-
ington and meeting President McKinley.
Secretary Hay and Admiral Bradford, and
later of going to Copenhagen with Mr.
White, the United State secretary of the
embassy at London.

Mr. Hansen also related a street meeting
with one of the Sellgmans. who had
Christmas was progressing well with the
negotiations. The witness said Christmas
had met one of the Sellgmans on an ocean
steamer, and then had said that If any.
thtr.K came of the negotiations they would
b- - the bankers. letter. Mr. Hansen s-i-

h.- - refused to stand sponsor for Christmas,
and witness learned from Colonel Brown
that the I'rsMnt desired no further deal-
ings with Christmas.

Mr. Hansen voided temporarily to a!l-- m

Aiato- - L"ds:e to make a statement. The
i--

t n.itor said Christmas had spoken to him
about the Danish trnnsfer. Mr. Lodge al-wa- vs

bad taken an interest in the acquisi-
tion of the islands. He told Christmaa.
however, that there ws no use staylns
h re as the Danish minister would attend
to the negotiations. The senator specifical-- v

denied language said to have been ue4
bv him according to the Christmas report.

Recurring his testimony. Mr. Hansen toll
o' Varnlnc later that Christmas had been
clothed nith authority by Denmark. Chiiet-m- a

waited him to guarantee a eowtrsel
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